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The Poet Thinks About The Donkey

On the outskirts of Jerusalem

the donkey waited.

Not especially brave, or filled with understanding,
he stood and waited.

How horses, turned out into the meadow,
leap with delight!

How doves, released from their cages,
clatter away, splashed with sunlight.

But the donkey, tied to a tree as usual, waited.
Then he let himself be led away.
Then he let the stranger mount.

Never had he seen such crowds!
And | wonder if he at all imagined what was to happen.
Still, he was what he had always been: small, dark, obedient.

| hope, finally, he felt brave.
| hope, finally, he loved the man who rode so lightly upon him,
as he lifted one dusty hoof and stepped, as he had to, forward.

~Mary Oliver
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PALM SUNDAY

MARCH 25
Morning Celebration, 9:00 am, Lounge Church School, 9:30 amWorship, 10:50 am
Mar cus McFaul preaching; palm fronds and

Service begins at 10:50 am in the St. Francis Courtyard for the Palm Processional.

MAUNDY THURSDA

MARCH 29
Meal with Communion, 6:00 pm

Service provided by the Deacons in the Fellowship Hall.

GOOD FRI DAY

MARCH 30
Service, 12:00 pm

Readings from the four Gospel passion stories as well as music-andupeaypepsrttoiiesfteae mesflemt.an
People may walk the labyrinth during the service. Held in the Sanctuary.

EASTER SUNDAY

Sunrise Service, 7:00 am APRIL Easter Breakfast, 9:45 am
St. Francis Courtyard Fellowship Hall
Bring your tasty contributions and fresh flowe
Easter Worship, 11:00 am decorate the "Resurrection Cross."
Prelude begins at 10:40 am ) .
Sanctuary Childrends Eas

: : _ Egg Hunt, 12:15 pm
Marcus McFaul preaching; music from The Chancel Chaoir, _
Binkley Brass, Binkley Ringers, and organ. Big Playground
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Ecumeni cal Labyrinth and

During Holy Week, March326 Binkley Baptist Church will h&stusnenical Labyringh

open daily at 6:30 am, on Monday and Tuesday, until 8:30 pm, and Wednesday al
until 6:00 pm. You are invited to pray, meditate, release burdens, and listen to Divi
inspiration as you walk the canvas r

a0 find the labyrinth in the Sanctuary. See p. 4 for more information.
Down the hall in Binkleyds Fel Btations ¢f i |
\ / : )
A K the Crosgreated to also further understanding of mental iliness and local resource

health. This compelling artistic rendering by Mary Button was first offered at Unive
during Lent 2016. As you wal k the st:
even as you pray for persons with specific mental illnesses and consider local effo
healing and hope.

THE WELCOME LI GH

A Speci al |l nvitation D

We have come in our journey around the circle of the Christian year to the season of Lent, with its maiog invitati
loving attention to our spiritual life and in particular to our spiritual life with olmetaisathason, we are eagedito

take a fresh look at how we pray, how we meditate, in what ways we might offer our presence and companionsk
anotherOne way that comes to mind is simply to sit in peace and in prayer together. A good place for sush a Le
our Chapelts small size, the candles, and the welcoming curve of walls can offer a sense

of personal sanctuary where we may sit with what is most on our minds and

This Lent, during Holy Week, we want to offer you a personal welcome whd
to the ChapeThe Deacons are scheduling times, beginning Suthdagirviarch
25, and going through KaljurdagnMarch 31, when a candle is lit and a persa
present in silent welcome for any whoAamg.one whodd | i ke
companion is welcome to sign up; justislicikfor the schedule of times and si
instructionsJust one reminder: our intention is to offer a silent, welcoming pr|
we ask that any conversations take place outside the Chapel.

This invitation comes from a collaboration between Melinda Wilde, Diacona
Meredith BratcheWe offer best wishes for your personal and community practlces durlng this Lent; may they woi
soil of the inner life and spur into further growth the seeds of kindness, peace, and love already planted there.
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http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a4eaca92ea7ff2-thewelcome

An Ecumenical Holy Week Opportunity

At Binkley, in partnership with 8 congregations

Walking the Labyrinth

The | abyrinth is an ancient spiritual tool

as used by Christians ir"tbendury, the labyrinth is an archetype found in all religious traditions. |

the labyrinth, you may pray, let go of burdens, meditate, rededicate mind and heart, or simply be
are; children are also welcome.

Labyrinth available for walking
Walk takes approximately 30 minute

Monday, March 26 6:30 an8:30 pm

7

Tuesday, March 27 6:30 an8:30 pm
Wednesday, March 28 6:30 an6:00 pm

Thursday, March 29 6:30 an6:00 pm
Friday, March 30 6:30 anri:30 pm

SPECI AL OPBORTUNI TI E

Friends of Christ School Labyrinth Retreat, open to all.
Wednesday, March 28, 10:00(amegt in the Chapel)

Chil dr e n é&%gradéas| k , K
Thursday, March 29, 3:00 gmeet in narthex)

Good Friday Service
Friday, March 30, 121000 pn{Sanctuary)
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Moment

Edi tords Not e: This mont hds medi t Wisdomn3d@was writter

March i s Womeno6s History Thed\aturdof Wisdomt i me

to pa.use.and examine the many ove %kggirit of Wisdom is intelligent and holy. It is of one na
contributions women have made, an o

) ; veals itself in many ways. It is not made of any material
contlnuehto mall<e, n conlmtlehss endeaﬁlmgves about freely. It is clear, clean, and confident; it c;
3roynd th? \r/]vor d. Itl_';’ ilsc’t e mont F\rmed. It loves what is good. It is sharp and unconquere

uring which many BInki€y Women Whlg e g of humanity. It is dependable and sure, and has r
gather at the_b_each to examine the “Y]'% giower over everything, and sees everything. It penet
- two of our spiritual ancestors, MeCh.ﬂf t1S intelligent and pure, no matter how delicate its sub
00EOGAEI | A Magdebhurgmppd Teresa of Avila. This focus

on women got me thinking and | begaiigslom moves more easily than motion itself; she is so f
ponder the aspects of Go gepeiratgs pvergthing. Ske isia hreathieGuos pagver s
traditionally personified as female. The obvious top of figigl@nt stream of glory from the Almighty. Nothing that is

answer was wisdom. | found inspiration in one of the ap¥erygiral its way into Wisdom. She is a reflection of eter
book of the Bible. perfect mirror of God's activity and goodness. Even thou

. . . . . Ion)e he can do anything. She makes everything new, :
A quick dlf'cll\?lmgr. IDbO :_bellevel only wlg)men have W'Sdoﬁé?seﬁiever changes. From generation to generation sh
coulrse now Vo do T believe only men Nave POWET and ¢ iy people, and makes them God's friends and proph

auth dorlty. B?t at ? time dvvthe_? 0:” W|de_r cullture IS reeix I%% that God loves more than people who are at hom
gendespecilic roles and tralts, 1 was simply curious to om is more beautiful than the sun and all the constel

about the Biblical concept of wisdom. Itis not clear to g b5y light itself, because night always follows day,
wisdom was personified as female, especially in patria omes Wisdom

cultures. Probably someone has written a dissertation on this
topic! For the last few months, | have had very little energy for r

. . . normal daily life, due tg a diffic ourse of treatment for
According tOxford Bibliographiee t he Bo ok fr W %\ldeguﬁnl h%lv% BeeLrJIJIIO & inward journey of

Wisdom of Solomon) is canonical in the Catholic and %ﬁﬁé >

Christian traditions, but not in the Jewish and Protestanaaid es tion and discovery. With the help of some very tal
a

e L . rayer by many Binkley members, family and friel
traditions. In it, wisdom is spoken of as a woman, even ff I)c/)t of>tlime fgr co y lation. | hav t%ed to lea

using simple feminine grﬂglrwafbcieqsggat?mﬁ)gsmg} 5T R e §

source | learned that the Hebrew word chakmah, like its Greek

(sophia) and Latin (sapientia) equivalents, is a noun wikient is time of selamination and reflection, repentance al
feminine gender. Even outside the Book of Wisdom, thwitthevwal from some activities. Rather than thinking of it
is employ&idl Proverbsd® not only uses the word wisdoseason of sééhnial, consider that this can be a time of liste
but al so speaks of wi s do melcansingthatinnetvoic ofavisdoi. This is the gift iline

Here is the passage in the Good News translation. As §B{frégd! Nis is the gift Lent offefbare. is nothing that God
consider how wisdom has been revealed in your own I#f@ves more than people who are at home with Wisdom.
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"l was not more than thirteen years old, when in my loneliness
F R O M | longed for some one to whom | could go, as to a father and p
preaching of a white Methodist minister, named Hanson, was |

causing me to feel that in God | had such a friend. . . . one thir

P SID R well: | was wretched and had no means of making myself othe
"l consulted a good old colored man named Charles Lawson,

holy affection he told me to pray, and to "cast all my care upor

M A R C U S sought to do; and though for weeks | washepted brokerer, tra
eling through doubts and fears, | finally found my burden lighte

_ heart relieved. | loved all mankind, slaveholders not excepted,
O“r Lenten journey has begun. The Church across the,ceRfiavery more than ever. | saw the world in a new light, :

ries has understood this season in terms of penitengg Rt was to have everybody converted.”
renewal, individually and communally. Our services of wor-

ship this season will be focused on Lent as a...journey. Carl{i8MgFH@ps of this kind do not lessen the urgency of ending s
liked to say that "We Christians are a 'pilgrim people’ or we §JS (suchi as slavery for Douglass), but our advocacy for polic

dead.To be alive is to be traveling, but from where to wheré®$ ©Nn any i ssue mustndt be s
g bathed in the light of God®s

Writer Paul Elie describes it this way; "a pilgrimage is a jourBg¥{iBne as your brother and sister is, of course, the journey «
dertaken in light of a story...and the pilgrim seeks notonlyte cofir;»  ~ 3 nd it 6 s painfully di

the experience of others firsthand but to be changed by the expefis o gonna |l ove one youd\
ence.” He adds this important point, “pilgrims often make thg\lgUH&M,cted him to abhor segregation told him to love segre
in companye Life You Save May Be Your)OWwor many of Ug;q

the light of the Jesus story is an illuminating lens to view ourselves, our . . D
human family, and our world. I invite us to a Lenten journey, knowing that for some it will inv

_ travel through doubts and fears, but one which may yield lighte
Journeys from one place to another space, and journeys thaj F85{O5R relieved hearts. We make this journey together, ¢
attitudes, spirits, and dispositions. an pilgrims on the road with each other and our faithful travelir
On AsiWednesday homily included these words from abolipanisin, Jesus. He knows the route very well.
and social reformer Frederick Douglass on what would've bega bis; g peace to you, Marcus McFaul
200th birthday, a description of an episode in his spiritual journey:

"FROM THE MODE

Did you by chance catch the recent  that does not diminish other truths or require others to adopt t
production dfhe Christipesformed by  truth.

UNCGO6s Pl ayMakers? T.h1 ducjiion, wil b .
presented until March 10 and | highly (;n rTlrdEoeu Bg th és Poym’e Bouf P 00u¥:| ncélulr Ir getnq[
recommend you see it. Not only is the §raag; o the Church Council, with staff members individuall

based on a relevant topic and filled Wm\]/vith Council, and with congregation members that included the

1‘6 é iﬁqggzgg'eg Ccoonn\;fg_fj?é;?onnsé \?Vl:t:]'tv\?r!isghfoﬁgﬁ'negnia working group of the Council. All responses to these
P ussions have been positive thus far, and Council will have

churches are living and which the staff diﬁg
members of one particular body of Chrgi]st have areat difficul@l voted on a formal proposal for further work together with tl
P y g nsultant at our meeting on February 26. The proposal will

reconciling. Does this sound remotely familiar? As the playbé campass work 'ntfma ly with the Stﬂf as well as work withio
a

description warns, there | %or}'\é)regati5n.ev§e% n 1k I)'/ 18R forf dtc;[trns%NorlQ eé’}r%i&
The characterdlime Christimse experienced hurt, fear, and soon. More information on process and predicted time will soo
confusion with each other and the anger these can producefollbere is

deep sadness for all parties orstafere is opportunity for Personally, | am excited about this engagement in the weeks ¢
understanding othersd per s%%%rﬁ ih’\éesa’hea%lr glA%%%%%% and, e

qnl_lkely_as it seems. If | could write an ending ideal for_thls new: beginnings we will write and live into together for the sacr:
fictionalized church on stage, | would let the conversations ¢Pn |gu§a that is Binkley churct

until there was room in their vast sanctuary for the inevitabl@v. :
e : ) . i ions.

contradictions to live on. Yes, live on. But with enough respeép%uoes'[ ons

acceptance for their different perspectives, beliefs, and the pPeagle and blessings, Sonnie

behind them that no one was afraid to speak their own truth in a way
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4 OUR CHURCH COM

T1ie #MeToo movement has quickly escalated into a cultural phenomenon. Brian
Zommunity Ministry Coordinator at Pullen Baptist Church, Raleigh, will be our gu
SZlp is better understand this national and international movement.

Brian will address the topic:#MeToo: What should men know and what stould m:
not do!

Saturday,

8 am S u All Binkley men and their guests are invited to join us for a Sunrise biscuit, coffee
! fellowship and an opportunity to learn and grow together.

In preparation for March 3, please ligtenfagcinating NPR podchsb ut wo me
encounters with playwright Israel Horowitz, who decades earlier were not believe
womenods reports of similar experienc
morphed into #MeToo. This podcast traces the history and beginning of the #Me’
movement, triggered by the 2016 Presidential election.

Larry McManus and Charles Cokhalrs, Men of Binkley

WEDNESDAY NEGHBERERKT
March 7 March 14

Emily Brewer: Cate Al exander:

The Practice of SikPmpdyernityThe Attitude
Emily will lead a discussion on the value and joy of sirRe#adwingd and beloved spiritual teacher Henri Nouwen
in a consumerist culture that promotes excess. Particighsswilr i bes prayer as fundat
be invited to share examples and brainstormwaystopgretioeemt | y i n tune with the
and to live and give simply. expl ore Nouwen o Ppraygema poterntid e r
contributions to our own prayer IBgsg your thoughts
about prayer (o reflect on and possikly share as we explo
that help us and have helped others to deepen connectio
God.

Stay tuned for details on the March 21 program.

CHURCH WOME NP RENI H

Worl d Day of Prayer
Friday, Mar ch 2

Reservation€oa (0]
Monday prior t even

Church Women United are planning two local services on Friday March 2. The
written bythEo mmi t t ee of Suriname is title
on Genesis 131. The first service will take pladay morning at 10 amat St.

Joseph CME Churc, 501 W. Rosemary with parking also available at St. Paul A
Baptist. The later bilingual service will be Retthpevening at7 PMat Binkley,
followed by light refreshments. To participate in the evening service or for more
information, please contact Connie @41@3280650 oconniegates@hotmail.com
or Maria Palmer9d132604361or mariatpalmer@gmail.com
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https://www.npr.org/2018/02/05/582698111/the-psychological-forces-behind-a-cultural-reckoning-understanding-metoo

