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The Poet Thinks About The Donkey 

On the outskirts of Jerusalem 
the donkey waited. 
Not especially brave, or filled with understanding, 
he stood and waited. 
 

How horses, turned out into the meadow, 
leap with delight! 
How doves, released from their cages, 
clatter away, splashed with sunlight. 
 

But the donkey, tied to a tree as usual, waited. 
Then he let himself be led away. 
Then he let the stranger mount. 
 

Never had he seen such crowds! 
And I wonder if he at all imagined what was to happen. 
Still, he was what he had always been: small, dark, obedient. 
 

I hope, finally, he felt brave. 
I hope, finally, he loved the man who rode so lightly upon him, 
as he lifted one dusty hoof and stepped, as he had to, forward. 

~Mary Oliver 
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MARCH 25 
Morning Celebration, 9:00 am, Lounge ́ Church School, 9:30 am ́ Worship, 10:50 am 

Marcus McFaul preaching; palm fronds and celebratory music commemorate Jesusõ entry into Jerusalem.  
Service begins at 10:50 am in the St. Francis Courtyard for the Palm Processional. 

MARCH 25- 
APRIL 1 

MARCH 29 
Meal with Communion, 6:00 pm 

Service provided by the Deacons in the Fellowship Hall. 

MARCH 30 
Service, 12:00 pm 

Readings from the four Gospel passion stories as well as music and prayers.  Four fifteen-minute opportunities to remember and reflect.  
People may walk the labyrinth during the service.  Held in the Sanctuary. 

Sunrise Service, 7:00 am 
St. Francis Courtyard 

Easter Breakfast, 9:45 am 
Fellowship Hall 

Bring your tasty contributions and fresh flowers to 
decorate the "Resurrection Cross."  Easter Worship, 11:00 am 

Prelude begins at 10:40 am 

Sanctuary 

Marcus McFaul preaching; music from The Chancel Choir, 
Binkley Brass, Binkley Ringers, and organ. 

Childrenõs Easter  
Egg Hunt, 12:15 pm 

Big Playground 

PALM SUNDAY 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

GOOD FRIDAY 

EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL 1 
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During Holy Week, March 26-30, Binkley Baptist Church will host an Ecumenical Labyrinth, 
open daily at 6:30 am, on Monday and Tuesday, until 8:30 pm, and Wednesday and Thursday, 
until 6:00 pm. You are invited to pray, meditate, release burdens, and listen to Divine 
inspiration as you walk the canvas replica of the labyrinth at Chartes Cathedral in France. Youõll 
find the labyrinth in the Sanctuary. See p. 4 for more information. 

Down the hall in Binkleyõs Fellowship Hall, you will find another opportunity: the Stations of 

the Cross, created to also further understanding of mental illness and local resources for mental 

health. This compelling artistic rendering by Mary Button was first offered at University UMC 

during Lent 2016. As you walk the stations, you are invited to meditate on Christõs suffering, 

even as you pray for persons with specific mental illnesses and consider local efforts to bring 

healing and hope. 

 We have come in our journey around the circle of the Christian year to the season of Lent, with its many invitations to practice 
loving attention to our spiritual life and in particular to our spiritual life with one another.   In this season, we are encouraged to 
take a fresh look at how we pray, how we meditate, in what ways we might offer our presence and companionship to one 
another.  One way that comes to mind is simply to sit in peace and in prayer together. A good place for such a Lenten practice is 
our Chapel. Its small size, the candles, and the welcoming curve of walls can offer a sense 
of personal sanctuary where we may sit with what is most on our minds and our hearts.     

 This Lent, during Holy Week, we want to offer you a personal welcome when you come 
to the Chapel.  The Deacons are scheduling times, beginning with Palm Sunday on March 
25, and going through Holy Saturday on March 31, when a candle is lit and a person is 
present in silent welcome for any who come.  Anyone whoõd like to volunteer as a Chapel 
companion is welcome to sign up; just click this link for the schedule of times and simple 
instructions.  Just one reminder: our intention is to offer a silent, welcoming presence, so 
we ask that any conversations take place outside the Chapel. 

 This invitation comes from a collaboration between Melinda Wilde, Diaconate chair, and 
Meredith Bratcher.  We offer best wishes for your personal and community practices during this Lent; may they work to turn the 
soil of the inner life and spur into further growth the seeds of kindness, peace, and love already planted there. 

HOLY WEEK 2018 OFFERING:  
Ecumenical Labyrinth and the Stations of the Cross 

THE WELCOME LIGHT IS LIT: 
A Special Invitation During Holy Week 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0a4eaca92ea7ff2-thewelcome
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An Ecumenical Holy Week Opportunity  

At Binkley, in partnership with 8 congregations 

Walking the Labyrinth 

 
 

The labyrinth is an ancient spiritual tool. Its winding walk symbolizes a pilgrimõs walk with God. First recorded 
as used by Christians in the 4th century, the labyrinth is an archetype found in all religious traditions. In walking 
the labyrinth, you may pray, let go of burdens, meditate, rededicate mind and heart, or simply be. Come as you 

are; children are also welcome. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES:  

Friends of Christ School Labyrinth Retreat, open to all. 

Wednesday, March 28, 10:00 am, (meet in the Chapel) 

 

Childrenõs Walk, K-5th graders, 

Thursday, March 29, 3:00 pm, (meet in narthex) 

 

Good Friday Service 

Friday, March 30, 12:00-1:00 pm (Sanctuary) 

Labyrinth available for walking 
Walk takes approximately 30 minutes  

Monday, March 26 6:30 am-8:30 pm 

Tuesday, March 27 6:30 am-8:30 pm 

Wednesday, March 28 6:30 am-6:00 pm 

Thursday, March 29 6:30 am-6:00 pm 

Friday, March 30 6:30 am-1:30 pm 
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Editorõs Note: This monthõs meditation was written by Priscilla Bratcher. 

March is Womenõs History Month, a time 
to pause and examine the many overlooked 
contributions women have made, and 
continue to make, in countless endeavors 
around the world. It is also the month 
during which many Binkley women will 
gather at the beach to examine the lives of 
two of our spiritual ancestors, Mechthild of 
Magdeburg and Teresa of Avila. This focus 
on women got me thinking and I began to 

ponder the aspects of Godõs presence in our lives have been 
traditionally personified as female. The obvious top of mind 
answer was wisdom. I found inspiration in one of the apocryphal 
book of the Bible.  

A quick disclaimer: Do I believe only women have wisdom? Of 
course not! Nor do I believe only men have power and 
authority. But at a time when our wider culture is reexamining 
gender-specific roles and traits, I was simply curious to think 
about the Biblical concept of wisdom. It is not clear to me why 
wisdom was personified as female, especially in patriarchal 
cultures. Probably someone has written a dissertation on this 
topic!  

According to Oxford Bibliographies, òthe Book of Wisdom (or The 
Wisdom of Solomon) is canonical in the Catholic and Orthodox 
Christian traditions, but not in the Jewish and Protestant 
traditions. In it, wisdom is spoken of as a woman, even beyond 
using simple feminine grammatical endings.ó From another 
source I learned that the Hebrew word chakmah, like its Greek 
(sophia) and Latin (sapientia) equivalents, is a noun with 
feminine gender. Even outside the Book of Wisdom, this device 
is employed ñ Proverbs 1ð9 not only uses the word wisdom 
but also speaks of wisdom as if itõs a she. 

Here is the passage in the Good News translation. As you read, 
consider how wisdom has been revealed in your own life. 

 

Wisdom 7:22-30 

The Nature of Wisdom 

The spirit of Wisdom is intelligent and holy. It is of one nature but 
reveals itself in many ways. It is not made of any material substance, and 
it moves about freely. It is clear, clean, and confident; it cannot be 
harmed. It loves what is good. It is sharp and unconquerable,  kind, and 
a friend of humanity. It is dependable and sure, and has no worries. It 
has power over everything, and sees everything. It penetrates every spirit 
that is intelligent and pure, no matter how delicate its substance may be. 

Wisdom moves more easily than motion itself; she is so pure that she 
penetrates everything. She is a breath of God's powerña pure and 
radiant stream of glory from the Almighty. Nothing that is defiled can 
ever steal its way into Wisdom. She is a reflection of eternal light, a 
perfect mirror of God's activity and goodness.  Even though Wisdom acts 
alone, she can do anything. She makes everything new, although she 
herself never changes. From generation to generation she enters the souls 
of holy people, and makes them God's friends and prophets. There is 
nothing that God loves more than people who are at home with Wisdom.  
Wisdom is more beautiful than the sun and all the constellations. She is 
better than light itself,  because night always follows day, but evil never 
overcomes Wisdom. 

For the last few months, I have had very little energy for my 
normal daily life, due to a difficult course of treatment for 
cancer. As a result, I have been on an inward journey of 
exploration and discovery. With the help of some very talented 
guides, prayer by many Binkley members, family and friends, 
and with a lot of time for contemplation, I have tried to learn 
how to listen to my òinner wisdom.ó  

Lent is time of self-examination and reflection, repentance and 

withdrawal from some activities. Rather than thinking of it as a 

season of self-denial, consider that this can be a time of listening, 

welcoming that inner voice of wisdom. This is the gift illness can 

give us. This is the gift Lent offers us. There is nothing that God 

loves more than people who are at home with Wisdom. 

Moment 
 

for 
 

0ÒÉÓÃÉÌÌÁ  "ÒÁÔÃÈÅÒ 
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Did you by chance catch the recent 
production of The Christians performed by 
UNCõs PlayMakers?  This production will be 
presented until March 10 and I highly 
recommend you see it. Not only is the drama 
based on a relevant topic and filled with 
engrossing conversations, but it also focuses 
on soul-deep contradictions with which 
churches are living and which the staff and  

members of one particular body of Christ have great difficulty 
reconciling. Does this sound remotely familiar? As the playbill 
description warns, there isnõt resolution at the playõs end.  

The characters in The Christians have experienced hurt, fear, and 
confusion with each other and the anger these can produce. There is 
deep sadness for all parties onstage.  And there is opportunity for 
understanding othersõ perspectives, forgiveness and reconciliation, as 
unlikely as it seems. If I could write an ending ideal for this 
fictionalized church on stage, I would let the conversations continue 
until there was room in their vast sanctuary for the inevitable 
contradictions to live on. Yes, live on.  But with enough respect and 
acceptance for their different perspectives, beliefs, and the people 
behind them that no one was afraid to speak their own truth in a way 

 

 that does not diminish other truths or require others to adopt their 
truth.  

In mid-February, our òfinalistó candidate for a consultant to help us 
through some of our current Binkley òcontradictionsó met, at the 
invitation of the Church Council, with staff members individually, 
with Council, and with congregation members that included the 
Koinonia working group of the Council. All responses to these 
discussions have been positive thus far, and Council will have received 
and voted on a formal proposal for further work together with the 
consultant at our meeting on February 26.  The proposal will 
encompass work internally with the staff as well as work within the 
congregation. We can likely look forward to this work beginning quite 
soon. More information on process and predicted time will soon 
follow. 

Personally, I am excited about this engagement in the weeks and 
months ahead. And Iõm even more excited about what endings and 
new beginnings we will write and live into together for the sacred 
drama that is Binkley church. As usual, donõt hesitate to contact me 
with questions. 

Peace and blessings, Sonnie 

3ÏÎÎÉÅ 6ÁÎ3ÁÎÔȟ 
-ÏÄÅÒÁÔÏÒ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O ur Lenten journey has begun. The Church across the centu-
ries has understood this season in terms of penitence and 
renewal, individually and communally. Our services of wor-

ship this season will be focused on Lent as a...journey. Carlyle Marney 
liked to say that "We Christians are a 'pilgrim people' or we are 
dead." To be alive is to be traveling, but from where to where? 

Writer Paul Elie describes it this way; "a pilgrimage is a journey un-
dertaken in light of a story...and the pilgrim seeks not only to confirm 
the experience of others firsthand but to be changed by the experi-
ence." He adds this important point, "pilgrims often make the journey 
in company (The Life You Save May Be Your Own)." For many of us 
the light of the Jesus story is an illuminating lens to view ourselves, our 
human family, and our world. 

Journeys from one place to another space, and journeys that transform 
attitudes, spirits, and dispositions. 

On Ash Wednesday my homily included these words from abolitionist 
and social reformer Frederick Douglass on what would've been his 
200th birthday, a description of an episode in his spiritual journey: 

 "I was not more than thirteen years old, when in my loneliness and destitution 
I longed for some one to whom I could go, as to a father and protector. The 
preaching of a white Methodist minister, named Hanson, was the means of 
causing me to feel that in God I had such a friend. . . . one thing I did know 
well: I was wretched and had no means of making myself otherwise. 

"I consulted a good old colored man named Charles Lawson, and in tones of 
holy affection he told me to pray, and to "cast all my care upon God." This I 
sought to do; and though for weeks I was a poor, broken-hearted mourner, trav-
eling through doubts and fears, I finally found my burden lightened, and my 
heart relieved. I loved all mankind, slaveholders not excepted, though I ab-
horred slavery more than ever. I saw the world in a new light, and my great 
concern was to have everybody converted." 

Conversions of this kind do not lessen the urgency of ending social 
evils (such as slavery for Douglass), but our advocacy for policy chang-
es on any issue mustnõt be separated from seeing every human being as 
bathed in the light of Godõs grace. Understanding and then embracing 
everyone as your brother and sister is, of course, the journey of a life-
time...and itõs painfully difficult. Will Campbell was fond of saying, òIf 
youõre gonna love one, youõve got to love them all.ó The same Bible 
that instructed him to abhor segregation told him to love segregation-
ists. 

I invite us to a Lenten journey, knowing that for some it will involve 
travel through doubts and fears, but one which may yield lightened 
burdens and relieved hearts. We make this journey together, as veter-
an pilgrims on the road with each other and our faithful traveling com-
panion, Jesus. He knows the route very well. 

Grace and peace to you, Marcus McFaul 

FROM 
PASTOR 
MARCUS 

FROM THE MODERATOR 
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The #MeToo movement has quickly escalated into a cultural phenomenon. Brian Crisp, 
Community Ministry Coordinator at Pullen Baptist Church, Raleigh, will be our guest and 
help us better understand this national and international movement.  

Brian will address the topic:#MeToo: What should men know and what should men do ð or 
not do! 

All Binkley men and their guests are invited to join us for a Sunrise biscuit, coffee, and 
fellowship and an opportunity to learn and grow together. 

In preparation for March 3, please listen to this fascinating NPR podcast about womenõs 
encounters with playwright Israel Horowitz, who decades earlier were not believed and why 
womenõs reports of similar experiences are now being heard and believed and how this has 
morphed into #MeToo. This podcast traces the history and beginning of the #MeToo 
movement, triggered by the 2016 Presidential election. 

Larry McManus and Charles Coble, Co-Chairs, Men of Binkley 

OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

MEN OF 
BINKLEY 

 

Saturday, March 3 
8 am, Sunroom 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Brian Crisp 

March 7 
Emily Brewer: 

The Practice of Simplicity 
 Emily will lead a discussion on the value and joy of simple living 
in a consumerist culture that promotes excess. Participants will 
be invited to share examples and brainstorm ways to pare down 
and to live and give simply. 

March 14  
Cate Alexander:  

Prayer: The Attitude of an Open Heart 
Renowned and beloved spiritual teacher Henri Nouwen 
describes prayer as fundamentally òan attitude of an open heart 
silently in tune with the Spirit of God.ó In our discussion, weõll 
explore Nouwenõs and other teachings on prayer for potential 
contributions to our own prayer lives.  Bring your thoughts 
about prayer to reflect on and possibly share as we explore ways 
that help us and have helped others to deepen connection to 
God.  

Stay tuned for details on the March 21 program. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENTEN SERIES  

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED PRESENT  
World Day of Prayer Services 

Friday, March 2 
 

Church Women United are planning two local services on Friday March 2. The program 
written by the Committee of Suriname is titled: "All Godõs Creation is Very Good!" based 
on Genesis 1:1-31. The first service will take place Friday morning at 10 am at St. 
Joseph CME Churc, 501 W. Rosemary with parking also available at St. Paul AME and First 
Baptist. The later bilingual service will be held on Friday evening at 7 PM at Binkley, 
followed by light refreshments. To participate in the evening service or for more 
information, please contact Connie Gates at 919-929-0650 or conniegates@hotmail.com 
or María Palmer at 919-260-4361 or mariatpalmer@gmail.com. 

Each program is preceded by dinner beginning at 5:30 pm 
in the Lounge. Dinner is $6 for adults, $3 for children. 
Reservations are required. Contact the church office the 
Monday prior to the event to make your reservation. 

https://www.npr.org/2018/02/05/582698111/the-psychological-forces-behind-a-cultural-reckoning-understanding-metoo

